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Riends and Fellow Subjefis, who have been Suf- 

ferers under this ſud and heavy judgement which 

the righteous God hath inflified this Summer upozt 
London and England,iz many partsand places of it; 
Theſe enſuing Lines now preſented to you are an ex- 
trac out of 4 Letter lately written to ſome ChriStian 
Freinds and acquaintance: Whierein the Authour ex- 
preſſed his hearty wiſhes, that ſome or ather well- affecied 
Perſon. would be at the cofi to have it printed , and ſcnt 
out to ſuch Perſons and F amilies,for their Soules benefit, 
Thy wiſh of the Authours, a Merchant in Olives-hart- 
ftreer, 7. G. hath ſet his heart to fulfill ; the Lord re- 
ward him aboundantly for it, and make this ſervice ve- 
ry ſucceſifull to the prometing of the ſpiritual and eter- 
all welfare of all your ſoules, in order whereunts both 
He and the Authour craving your acceptance of the 

' Papers; deſire you will Read, aud conſider ſerioufly 
what i preſented to yeur View : Which ic a followeth, - 
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n Lately met with a Paper, bearing Mr. Richard 


i. 
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Baxters niame,4 large ſheer woven by him noc ©d 


' bea winding Sheer for mens bodies, but rather a 


ſpiritual winding Sheer for their Souls, co winde 
them into God and into heaven; if you will you 
may reckon 1t to be a Penitenrial ſheet, woven 
and wrought to winde poor ſouls into Faith and 
Repentance, and ioto Glory : Since thar ſheec I 
Have met with other papers ofhis, which referer 
partly crothe Godly, partly io the wicked, co,0ne 
and other principally,with reſpe& unto this Con- 
cagious Peſtilence; inall which heexprefles much 
of the good will of him thart dwelt in the buth : 
Good man of a Piouſly pnblick ſpiric, wiſhing 
well to all,hurt to none if he conld help it,would 
have none to Periſh but all to come co Repen- 
tanceand fo to Glory, having itſeems a ſtrong 
confidence as well he may ) be the numbersne- 
ver ſo great, of Perſons that get the Poſſeſſion of 
the Kingdome before himſelf, he ſhall nor be pre- 
Jadiced in the leaft, as to his own intereſt therein; 
and I muſt ingenioufly confeſle thus much to you, 
that thoſe ſweet and ſavory Papers of his, which 
like fo many Boxes of Precious Qintment broken 
open, have filled che City and Gountry with ſuch 
an Odorifcrons and Fragrant fmell,as hath much 
refreſht the noſtrils of many, gaveme the occa- 


fion to appear in this way, and with him to pro- 
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Fecute the ſame deſigne of promoting ſome-hene- 
5 fic, refreſhment, and-comtort , eſpecially to Per- 
| ſons Viſiced with the Peſtilence;z - yet, withall, hae 
ying 2n ey to-others that they might be prepared 
for it,, and corroborated againſt the fears of ir, 
rolling themſelves upon God in the way of a ho- 
Iy confidence; and this is that which with your 
patience I would.apply myſelf unto : Firtofall; 
1 would perſwadeyou, andall my Chriſtian Bre- 
thren and Exiends, not to be over-fearfull of the 
Plague; it 4s good; 40 have an awe upon our fpi- 
ries, and atrembling frame of. heart inthe Pre- 
ſence of our Father,when the Rod is in his hand, 
and heexerciſing his ſeverity upon thoſe that are 
in bis great Family; but-nor be too much of a 
diſpondent ſpirit, as too many are who feare and 
"Aly : 1 ſhall not now diſpute the caſe concerning 
removing into the. Country , how farr it may be 
lawfull, how far not; who, may be allowed co 
' provide for their ſafety that way,who notz.others 
have performed chat, and for-my part 1 have fa- 
; - vourable and. friendly thoughts concerning ſuch 
-as do, onely1weuld havethem to conſider; that 
, there is no flying from God; fo David, Fſat. 139. 
-wevſe 7, 8, 9, 1054. I/ hither ſhall I gofrom thy F Zo 
. r#t,or whether ſhall T fly from thy preſence;if I aſcend up 
. anto Heaven, thou art there; if I make my bed in bell, 
« behold thou art there; if I take the wings of the morning, 
: &+. dwell in the uttermoſt parts in the Sea,even there ſhall 
bo haud lead me, and thy right | hand ſhall hold me; if 
F ſay, ſurely the darkneſs ſhall cover we : even the night 
ſhall be light about me; Weare furcher tg know 
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% _ *thattheſe Arrows of Peftilence are guided by. &4 
| - divine hand, andarenotſent our ata ventureat 


random as the Syrians were and Febus,which were 
direted to Ahabs breft, and Fehorams back; they 
are levelled in wiſdome and judgment, accor- 


"ding to the Counſel of God, heſmites whom he 
pleaſes, he (ſpares whom hepleaſes, and both the 


Numerus numeransand the Numeras numeratus are 
with him; lt is good therefore to rolle ourſelves 


upon God, and totruſt him with ourlives, and 


ſouls, and all our concernments, not fearing the 
fear of wicked men, butſanQifying the Lord God 
in our hearts, & making him our fear. As touch- 
mg the Plague, iris in itſelfand in the natureof 
it a formidablediſeafe, as might be manifeſted in 
ſundry reſpeCte, as I ſaid, but it is ordered by a 
divine hand, you may beinfe&ed with it, it may 
be not; ifit be ſoyou may recover, its not. ne- 
ceflary yon ſhould dy, it proves not mortal to all; 
its thought by -many of the learned, that King 
Hezekiah was fick of that Diſeaſe, and yer he re- 
covered and lived many years after,and we have 
proof ofit at this very day, by means uſed ; di- 
vers are kept from the Grave and raiſed up again, 
andamong others whom God is pleaſed to make 
uſe of as inftrumentsin his hand to ſuch a purpoſe, 
though they be but few; blefſed of God be our 
worthy Do@or Oaks, who is'eminently ative, 


even to the hazard of himſelf and Family, 


for the good: and benefit 'of: ſuch-as are ſei- 
zed with the Diſeaſe, having a freenefle of 'ſpi- 
rit, toapply himſelf as much:co' the Poor, 44 eo 
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thoſe ofa higher rank; and bleſſed be God not 4 | 


without ſucceſſe, as is well known to many of us 
at this day; bur grant it that the Diſeaſe prove 
Mortal, and we ſhould fall by the hand ofit; if 
all be well between God and our own fouls, if 
we be a pardoned people, juſtified by the blood 
of theeverlaſting covenant, it (hall be well with 
us.to all eterniry., and whatif you go to heaven 
in a ſtorm; the Mariner thinks not the worſe of 
the haven becauſea tempeſt hurled him intoit; 
heaven will be never the worſe nor lefle accepta- 
ble co us, nor we the leffe welcome to it, though 
we come thither by the means ofthe Plague : As 
for ſuch whoſe Families are now Viſited , whe» 
therRich or Poor, Young, or Old, One or Q- 
ther; I would in more ſpecial manner make my 
Application to them, Worthy Mr. Baxter hath . 
prevented me and performed worthily, and he 
hath given out wholſome Advice and DireQions, ' 
Methodizing . matters that do more eſpeciallp 
concern perſons in that conditions 1 would 
ſecond him in a more General way, and what] 
ſhall now in the clofing up of my Lecter offer exc, 
with reſpet unto Vificed Families and Perſons; 
I could heartily wiſh chat it might be abſtracted. 
from the reſt of my Letter, and tranſmitted to 
the faid Families and Perſons; and why might 
notſome well affefted perſons that hath a larger 
Portion of the World then others of their. neigh» 
bours, be at'ſo much coft to procure, together 
with Mr, Baxters Papers, that which now I fecond 
them with, and cranſmic them unto ſuch Fami- 
"Ms 7 lies _ 
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lies and Perfone. I have obſerved, that our 
Mountebanks can' iſſue out their Papers, and 
fcatter them up and down, -thatthere may bea 


general cognizance taken offuch and ſuch Sove- 


Taign Antidotes and Medicaments, as may be be- 


mefcial to.perſons, to-whofr ſuch Medicaments| 


are"moſt proper, at1d tnay prove moſt beneficial 3 
and-this which now'I have to expreſs,”is the ex« 
tra& which I with might be made; I would come 
mifſi»n ſuch a paper to ſay, Peace be unto this Houſe, 
and be ſure if the Sox or Danphter of Peace be there, 
the Peace ſhall reſt upon it, notwithfjanding the Plarue 
beinit; and wherher it come asa tryaloras a pt- 
niſhment,T wonld adviſethem to bid it welcome, 
accept it, kifle the Rod, and the hand thac ho}ds 
it, drink the cup, which thoughit may be bitter, 
yet may prove wholſome and not poiſonous in 
cheleaſt;' hearthe Rod, and who hath appointed, 
ir, quarrel nor with it, but fall under it, ftady 
you co pleaſe God in what you do or ſuffer, and 
tharGod may pleaſe you in 'what heorders onr, 
and all will bewe!l. Iwould aske you concern- 
my your >ouls and Epiricual Conditions ;3/ have 
you not minded God hitherto, nor acquanted 
yourſelves with him, and the Myfteries-of his . 
Will, chingsthat concern your Eternal Peace, 
have you not yet believed, repented; ſet to it 
now, and make it your bulinefſe, you may have 
but a lictle time to ſpend in theworld, improve 
it to as good purpoſe as you can, ler nota minnre 
run out co waſte; the nearer you are -to your 


journeys end, make the 'more haſte chat pour 


work 
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work may not be todo; when you have no time 
tefc to doit in; knowing thatthereis noBeliev= 
ing, Repenting, fel Hambling ; and makin 


peace with God'z No; ſuch Work inthe Grave 
whicher you are going; be deeply humbled' for 


your fiegle& of Hearing, Reading, Praying,'and 


other Duties of Godlinefle, and now cry mighti- 


17, urge God with his Attribuces, and-plead thus; 
Lord-thou art ftiled a Father of Lights, and wile 
thou not fend light into my dark foul:z 'thouart 
the God of all Grace, and ſhall I dye in a grace- 
lefſe condition 3 thou gaveſt Chriſt, and that of 
thine own free accord, when there was no move- 
ing ofthee inthe leaſt toſuch a purpoſe, and he 
hach ſhed his blood, pacified'thy wrath, ſatisfied 
thy juftice, brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
and is now at thy right hand to make Interceſſion 
for poor ſinners,and ſhall 1 that now cry for him, 
fly to him, be never the better for him, not one 
drop of his blood ro purge my conſcience; onely 
by the way let me Anjmadvert upon that which 
iS the common apprehenſion and cxprefſion of 
men, that one drop of Chriſts Blood was ſuffici- 
ent to ſave a world 5 for my part | am not clear 
in that it muft be heart blood, life blood that 
muſt be ſhed by him romakean Actonment: bye 


to dire your'proceed' in theway of your_Plea, 


Lord thon haſt given mea natural life and breath, 
and wilt thou nor give me ſpiritual life and 
breath ; T have the natural ſenſes of hearing, ſee- 
ing, taſting, fees and''fo forth; and Lord 
(hall 1 þe wholy-a' Rranger to" fpiritual —_ 
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theſe things am not I able coperformin my own 
bebalf, by my own power 3 Ohput forth thine, 
make me ſuch as thou wouldſt have me to be,and 
I ſhall be ſuch; it is ſaid of Abraham,thou foundft 
-him, faithfull, and of David, thou foundſt him 
a man afterthine own bearc, thou wouldft never 


\ have found them fo, if thou hadſt not made 


them ſo, make me ſuch and thou ſhale find me 
ſuch; chy grace is as ſufficient to pardon, and 
ſanQifhe and renew me, as ever it was for any 
poor {inner in the World 3 If I dye, and damne, 
and periſh, there is no profit in my blood, the 
dead praiſe thee not, the damned will not nor 
can; If] periſh I ſhall never love thee and ho- 
nour thee; If chou wilt (ave me, I (hall be a laſt- 
ing Monument offreeſt Joveand richeftGrace and 
Mercy. Oh then Magnifie thy Mercy upon me, 
and let me not be Fuel for the burning, but 
Timber for the building; yer let me further drive 
and deal with yon, and uſe my uttermoft to fa- 
fien my nailsin you; youare humane creatures, 
oh ſee that you be new creatures, you are a patt 
ofthe firſt Creation that 18 wofully degenerated 
and defaced, fee that you bea part of theſecond . 
Creation which is performed in Chrift Jeſus, in 
whom all Gods a@s of Grace are performed ; 
you have natural underſtandings, pray that God 
would give you ſpiritual underſtandings z David 
fetched an argument from this confideration, 
that Gods hand had made him, faſhioned him, 
and urged in the ftrength thereof: Oh give me an- 
derſtanding thas 1 may keep thy Tetimonies, Þ ſal 0 
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I ou have bodies, but do you not confider-thag 
you have ſouls that are infinitely more to be va-. 


lued then your bodyes, the lofſe, whereof, the 
whole world will noe countervail ; you live a 
natural] life, but do not you know chat there is 
a ſpiritual life which is infinitely better, look to 


live thac life ; youeat and drink daily for the bo-. 


dy, thereis a ſpiritual meat and drink provided, 
which your ſouls have as much need of, as your 
bodyes have of the Periſhing food, oh make our 
after that; You are carefull to cleath your bo- 
dies, and ſhall your ſouls be naked; You prize 
and ftudy to keep and maintain your outward 
liberty, ſpiritual liberty is far beter, and will 
you pleaſe yourſelves in ſpiritual bondage to fin 
and the Devil, oh make out after this ſpiritual 
liberty, knowing that if the Son ſhall make you 
free, you ſhall be freeindeed; You are carefull 
to maintain your bodily health, and 1s it good 
that you ſhould have fick fouls; let me aske you, 
will you love darknefſ: rather then light, fick- 
nefle rather then health, bondage rather then 


liberty, death rather then life, your diſeaſe bet= 


ter then your Cure, your Plague better then 
your plaifter, will youchoſe rather co be in the 
band of a wounding, killing Devil, then in the 


hand of a healing, recovering, curing Chriſt ; 


will you chooſe rather to be damnedandgo to 
Hel), then to be eternally ſaved and putinco the 
poſſeflion of an eternal Manſion above; you are 
ſubje& to a bodily Plague which may ſeize you, 


and it may be hath, know you nor there 18 a 


worſe 
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worſe Plague, the Plague of the-heart; you' mifk 
dye how {oon you know noe;' ol look after:'an 
incereft in Chriſt which 1s the beft inreceſt, look 
for Faich and free Juſtification, Repenranceand 
Renovarion, ſeconded with Realand Univerſal 
Reformation ; get the blood of Chriſt which is 
the blood of ſprinkling upon*your Confciences, 
which will purge away your. Guite, bring in 
Peace, and killthe Worm, which if nor killed, 
will killingly gnaw on you toall Ecernicy; 1 ſay 
again, you muſt dye once, take heed of dying, 
twice; there 13 a ſecond death and that isthe 
molt formidable, you mult dy, bur look to this, 
thac death do not kill you, do you kill fin, and 
you will kill death eco; you muſt dye, bur lec 
3t be your ſeeing of death ,as it is faid of Simeon, 
Luke 2, Let not death (ee you with a Mortifferous 
killing fighe ; you muſt dye, let it be but a taft= 
ing of death as the Scripture phrafeth it, ler it 
nordevouringly feed on you as it fhall upon ſome, 
Pſalm%9g. Once more you muſt dye, | befeech 
ou for Gods ſake,” for dear Jeſusſake, for your 
fouls ſake, Tet this be your greateſt care, oh that 
ic may be mine as well as yours, fee to it that you 
| Live before you' dye, that you live the life of 
Grace, before you dye the death of Nature, and 
then it matters not when, where, how, by what 
Diſeaſe you dye; you ſhall not dye to dye, bat 
dye to live again, and live to dye no more; buc 
- live in the un-interruprced Viſion and interming- 
ble fruition of him who is the King Erernal, Im- 
mortal, Inviſible, the'onely wiſe/God, the Re- 
a | ſurreQion 
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. renewed daily ; that though there bea deſtroying 
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furre&ion and the Life, che lam, the-infiitice'Be- | 
ing, the All in All. Oli myFPtends, lerMaſter 
Baxters Gounſel and this.of mine fecon bite: tris, 
ler it. be acceptable ro-you and be not (o exuet ies 
yourown ſouls as to'neglefachaGod, fecha 
Chrift,/ ſuch -a  Gofpel, fuck 'a 'Cprenaut ,- awd 


ſuch an Inheritanceas is'Hid) up 'inftore foriithe 


Saints in Licht who bur fools #oiild live -withs 
out. God, -withouer- Chriſty without! Faith 'and 
Fear, and forto him ana his Ghzift co all Ecetni- 
cy, and be efetiialfy tmiſerable- witly Devils and 
Damned fouls; Aﬀter you ave dai you wnift 
have the ſearchers'to'view Your bod!es, be JG 
who you wilt; be you'featchers to your {elves 
and your own Souls, anid ſeero it that there be 
no ſpirittal Feaver Spots;/ orPlague Spots afport 
you If any ſpots, look'to-it _ they benogdtker - 
rhen' the {pots of Gods Children; and if yor 
have ſpots, look to it that you benorſpote; fuck 
as Fudeſpeaks oft; Andif che Marks of' the Lord 
eius be npon' your fouls, ant not the Mark of 
the Beaſt and Dragon, whatever Marks and' Spors 
may be found on your Bodies, chey may prove 
Marky of death, but ſhall never piovethe Marks 
of Hell and Damnation : For iy pare while [ any 
continued on this fide the Grave, and in Pray- 
ing-work, 'my earneſt Prayer for you all {hali be ; 
that chough you may be judged accordins to 
men in the Fleſh, yet you may live according to 
Godin the Spiricz and that though your out- 
ward Man periſh, that your-inward Man may be 
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worie Plague, the Plague of che-heart; you muſk 
dye how {oon you know nor; obv look after an 
Incereft in Chriſt which 1s the beſt intereſt , look 
for Faith and free Juſtification, Repenranceand 
Renovation, ſeconded with Realand Univerſal 
Reformation ; get the blood of Chriſt which is 
the blood of fprinkling upon*your Confciences, 
which will purge away your. Guite, bring in 
Peace, and killthe Worm, which if nor killed, 
will killingly gnaw on you toall Ecernicy; Ifay 
again, you muſt dye once, take heed of dying, 
twice; there 13 a fecond death and that 1s the 
molt formidable, you muſt dy, bur look to this, 
thac death do not kill you, do you kull fin, and 
you will kill death eco; you muſt dye, bur lec 
3t be your ſeeing of death .as itis {aid of Simeon, 
I tuke 2, Let not death ſee you with a Morcifferous 
killing fight ; you muſt dye, let it be but a taſt- 
ing of death as the Scripture phrafeth it, ler it 
nor devouringly feed on you as it ſhall upon ſome, 
Pſalm4,9g. Once more you muſt dye, 1 beſfeech 
you for Gods ſake,” for dear Jeſusſake, for your 
fouls ſake, let this be your greateft care, oh that 
ic may be mine as well as yours, fee to it that you 
| live before you' dye, that you live rhe life of 
Grace, before you dye the death of Nature, anc 
chen it matters nor when, where, how, by what 
Diſeaſe you dye; you ſhall not dye to dye, bat 
dye to live again, and live todye no more, but 
- live in the un-interrupred Viſion and intermina 
ble fruition of him who is the King Erernal, Im 
mortal, Inviſible, the'onely wiſe-Godz the Re- 
£ | ſurre&iot 
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urre&ion and the Life, che lam, the-infitice/Be- | 

ok ing, rhe All in All. Oh myF#iends, ler Maſter 

nd Y-axters Gounifel and this of mine fecom bite; this, | 

Caf lc ic be acceptablero you and be' not (0 eruet ity 

is RY your.own ſouls as to'negleFfucha God, ck d 

es, | Chrift,/ fuck a Golpel, fuck 'a 'Chvreftiaur ;- end 

in & ſuch an Inheritanceas is'Hid\up infloze forithe — 2 

-d, ff Saints in Light; who bur fools woiild live -withs = 

out God, -withoue- Chriſt, without! Faith''and 

ng Fear, and forgo him and his GAzilt co all Ecetni- 

hel ty, 2nd be etetiialfy tmſerable- witly Devils/ and 

is, Dzmned fouls; Aﬀtee you ave dead you muff 

aa have the fearchers taview Pour bod!es, be Fir 

ec who you will; be you'featchers to'your ſelves 

0 4nd your own Souls, arid ſeete' it that there be 

us n0 ſpiritual Feaver Spots; orPlague Spots atport 

&-8 you; If any ſpots, look'to:it _ they benogther - 

ich} hen the {pots of Gods Children ; and-if you 

xe, have ſpots, look to itthatyon benorſpote; fuck 

chil 2s Fudeſpeaks of; Andif ihe Marks -of' the Lord 

Jeius be npon! your fouls, antt not the Mark of 

che Beaſt and Dragon, whacever Marks and' Spors 

may be found on your Bodies, they may prove * 

Marks of death, but ſhall never piovethe Marks 

of Hell and Damnation : For iny pare while [ any 

continued on this {ide the Grave, and in Pray- 

ing-work, 'my earneſt Prayer for you all ſhall be ; 

that though you may be judged accordins to 

men in the Fleſh, yet you may live according to - 

Godin the Spiricz and that though your out- 

ward Man periſh, that your-inward Yan may be 

, Tenewed daily ; that though there be a deſtroying 
| | Ot 


__ _ 
of the ontward Man; your Souls may be favedin 
the day of our Lord Jeſus. 

I havenow promiſed to pray for you, and. it 
1s my daily work 5 but be ſure you pray for your 
ſelves, and make uſe'of Chrifts name in your 
prayers ,. onely take heed of reſting in a meer 
Forme as commonly. men do, that have learned 
to ſay, for Jefus Chrifts ſake do thus and thus; 
when as ( poor ſouls) in the mean time, they 
know nothing of Chrift, never cloſed with him 
In a believing way, never knew any need of him, 
never had any ſenſe of the burthens of fin preſ- 
fing heavily on their ſouls, and ſo made to cry 
outafter that eaſe and reſt, which he is ſo willing 
£0 afford to poor, burthened and heavy laded 
ſouls, Mat. 11. 28. Such poor ignorant ' ones , 
Chriſt may fay to them, upon what account do 
you make uſe of my name, what hath pafſed bee 
tween you and me ? you and I arc yet to begin 
our acquaintance together, you know not me, 
nor I you, what have you then to do to take my 
name intoyourlips ? This then 1s that which | 
would perſwade and prefle you to, acquaint your 
ſelves with Chriſt and be at peace, as was the 
eounſel given to Fob, chap. 22. The Father is 
angry, and there 1s no coming at him but by 
the ſon, Ob kiſſe the ſon leaſt he be angry, as is advis 
fed, Pſal, 2. Kifſe him with a kifle of Faith, a kiſs 
of Love, a kiſs of Real and Cordial Subje&ion. 
Oh doin a fſpiricual way, as the poor woman the 
finner didin a bodily way, but with her heart too, 
Lake 7. Get to the feet of Chriſt and pray, chat 
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if yon may not have the kifles of his mouth, you 
may have the kiſſes of his feet, hang faſt abouc' 
him , and touch him wich a touch of faich. Ma- 
ry Magdalen was bid* not to tonch him, and' 
Ehriſt gave the reaſon, For ((aith'he\ I ant not 
aſcended, © She doted too.mich upori his bodily 
preſence, but now he is aſcended,” touch him 
and ſpare'not : get you 'art intereſt in Chriſts: 
perſon, and then uſe hisname and improve it to 
che utmoRt, 'you have his warrant forit; *Fob»16.; 
24. and you may be bold upon ir, and this in- 
couragement you have, Thgt what you aske in bis 
name, the Father will giveit, Itis, as a precious, 
ſo a prevailing name : The cafe may fo ſtand with 
a people, or perſon, that though Noah, Daziel, 
and Fob;though Moſes and Samuel! who were Gods 
Favourites, very potent, and prevalenr with him, 
yet could not Gods heart be toward fuch a peo- 
ple or perſon, nor ſhould they prevail, Feremiah 
I5. I. Ezek, 14.14, And it did appear in Sauls 
caſe, on whoſe beltalf Famurl did very paſſionace- 
ly intercede but could not prevail, 1 Sam.16:1, 
But it was never ſaid by God, nor never (hall ; 
though Jeſus my Son ſhould ftand up and plead 
inthe behalf of ſuch or {ſuch a finner, heſhould _ 
not prevail with me, 

This Paper of mine, either in the wholecom- 
plex, or in the extratt, which principally ] have 
wiſhed to you may come , and knock at your 
doores, and may fiadethem ſhut upon you, and 

you ſhut up within chem, that Friends cannor 
; come 
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